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Correspondence from Germany 

 

Schleife, on February 11, 1908 

 

Dear Volksblatt!  

 It is again about time for me to send a few 

lines. The winter will be over soon. We have 

almost everyday fresh snow but it disappears 

during the day. January was particularly cold, 

January 2-6 we had 18 degrees Réaumur which is 

like 4 degrees Fahrenheit. But February is now 

mild. We only have strong winds. 

 People here are done threshing. Now they 

go in the heath for trapping to get rid of 

caterpillars. The reason is it seems that this 

coming year caterpillars will eat more than last 

year. 

 Here we had during 4 weeks 10 men of 

the Infantry from Görlitz as auxiliary workers, 

there are also Galician workers here to help. Big 

areas of the forest have been cut. Each of us will 

have enough wood if the weather continues, so 

wood will be scarce. 

 Where the caterpillars have been, the 

forest is gone as if it had burnt to the ground. No 

needle is left in the pines. It is a real plague for 

our country. One can imagine how deep 

caterpillars have destroyed our forests because 

over 3000 of those bugs, thick as a finger, have 

been counted on a single pine. But enough about 

the bugs. 

 Last year 149 children were born in our 

parish (congregation) which counts about 3,500 

souls, 88 people died and 39 couples have joined 

hands to seal the bonds of marriage. 1992 got the 

sacrament, including 81 confirmands. 

 Even Matthes Hantscho thought that it 

was not good for a man to live alone because he 

eventually got married last month (end of 

January). 

 My brother in law Christian Schernik 

would like to ask the correspondents in Warda 

und Paige if his brothers are still alive:  John 

Schernik, wheelwright in Warda and Matthes 

Schernik in Paige. The mother would like to know 

how they are doing. 

 Since nothing else important has occurred 

here I will close for now. 

 With greetings to all readers of the 

Volksblatt and to the editor. 

 Johann Hantscho in Schleife, 

    Germany 

 

Translated by Hélène Yèche 
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